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Promise Scholarship approvals rise while Bibb

schools brace for another enrollment decline
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Listen to this article

For the second time since the launch of the Georgia Promise Scholarship, the Bibb

County School District could see more students leave through the program as

district enrollment continues to decline.

Bibb County Schools again ranked third statewide in the number of students

participating in the Promise Scholarship, often referred to as a voucher program,

for fiscal year 2027, according to data provided Aug. 6 by the Georgia Student

Finance Commission.

A sign outside of the Bibb County School District Professional Learning sits off of Riverside Drive on Wednesday, July 24,

2024, in Macon, Georgia. Katie Tucker/The Telegraph
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More than 865 students have been approved for the program, according to recent

data, up from 469 eligible participants reported through January of last school

year. The commission said the figure includes students participating in fall 2026

and applicants for spring 2027.

Lance Wallace, senior vice president of external affairs for the GSFC, said the

newly released figures reflect only the number of eligible students, the

commission’s current measure of program participation.

Numbers are subject to change, as approved students must still undergo

validation checks by the Georgia Department of Education to verify they were

enrolled in a Georgia public school during two consecutive FTE count periods —

a requirement of the scholarship program, he added.

GA Promise FY27 Participants

Number of Middle GA students who have been deemed eligible to participate in the Promise
Scholarship

Source: Georgia Student Finance Commission Table: Myracle Lewis/The Telegraph
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School District Number of Participants

Bibb County 867

Baldwin County 166

Houston County 128

Peach County 111

Washington County 107

•
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The scholarship provides up to $6,500 per eligible K-12 student for approved

nonpublic education expenses, including private school tuition, homeschooling

and educational services such as tutoring.

More than 1,000 families applied for the state’s scholarship program last school

year, with 589 students receiving funds between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026,

according to the GFSC.

With many urban school districts across the state also facing declining

enrollment, Bibb County Board of Education President Daryl Morton said it

remains unclear how the Promise Scholarship could affect class sizes or

classroom instruction in the 2026-27 school year.

“I think it’s going to be interesting to see what impact that (the scholarship) has

this go-around because you may have people who tried it and find out it didn’t

work for them,” he said, noting that private schools are not required to provide

special education services.

The district’s enrollment projections are being put to the test this school year, as

officials estimated a nearly 900-student decrease.
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If those estimates hold, they would extend a three-year trend of declining

enrollment, as previously reported by The Telegraph.

Fewer students mean less state funding, which intensifies pressure to “right-size”

the district through potential consolidation and rezoning of schools, Morton said.

The district began exploring school consolidation in 2024 and conducted a

rezoning study, but has not made an official decision. Officials will receive a

consolidation presentation on Aug. 10 at a called board meeting.

Despite the apparent increase in the number of Bibb County students eligible for

private school vouchers, Georgia Federation of Teachers President Verdaillia

Turner said the key issue is not how many students qualify, but where the money

ultimately goes.

“Who is it really benefiting?” Turner asked, warning that the program could

drain money from already strained public schools without improving education

outcomes — a common concern raised by voucher opponents.
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Turner, who previously worked with State Rep. Floyd Griffin (D-Milledgeville) on

a bill to repeal the scholarship program that failed to advance, said she plans to

continue pressing the issue during the next legislative session.

More on the Promise Scholarship

The Georgia Promise Scholarship application window is now open until Aug. 31

for families seeking funding for the spring semester.

Students who reside in the attendance zone of the state’s listed low-performing

schools are eligible to apply for the program.

The Governor’s Office of Education and Workforce Strategy, formerly known as

the Governor’s Office of Student Achievement (GOSA), identifies public schools

performing in the bottom 25% statewide based on a two-year average of College

and Career Ready Performance Index (CCRPI) single scores.

Twenty-one schools in Bibb County made the list: Howard Middle, Ingram-Pye

Elementary, John R. Lewis Elementary, Northeast High, Porter Elementary, Rosa

Taylor Elementary, Rutland High, Rutland Middle, Southfield Elementary,

Southwest High, Union Elementary, Veterans Elementary, Weaver Middle,

Westside High, Williams Elementary, Appling Middle, Ballard-Hudson Middle,

Bruce Elementary, Central High, Hartley Elementary and Heritage Elementary.
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Bernd Elementary, which appeared on last year’s list, is not included this year.

As of April 23, fifteen private schools in Macon are participating in the voucher

program for the 2026-27 academic year: Central Fellowship Christian Academy,

Covenant Academy, First Presbyterian Day School, M. A. Evans Academy,

Montessori of Macon, Mount de Sales Academy, Saint Andrews Montessori

School, SEAL Preparatory Academy, St. Joseph’s Catholic School, St. Peter Claver

Catholic School, Stratford Academy, Tattnall Square Academy, Windsor Academy,

Veritas Classical School of Macon and Wynfield Christian Academy.

This story was originally published August 7, 2026 at 6:00 AM.
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